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	Laser assisted serial tonsillectomy (LAST)
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	Summary of procedure
	
	LAST is an outpatient procedure performed under local anaesthetic. A carbon dioxide laser is swept eight to ten times over the tonsil. During each sweep, the patient exhales and smoke is mechanically extracted to prevent inhalation. The entire procedure


	Literature review
	Appraisal criteria
	List of studies found
	Summary of key efficacy and safety findings
	
	
	Key efficacy findings



	Bazian comments
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	technique appears to be restricted to private practice in the UK
	pain following LAST may be greater than with other outpatient techniques
	technique demands repeat procedures
	the procedure may be offered for financial rather than clinical reasons






