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	The claimed advantages are shorter hospital stay, earlier return to normal activities and fewer complications than conventional surgery.
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	Most studies were carried out in settings appropriate to the UK, though one was carried out in Thailand.3
	The largest case series was a worldwide survey.4 However, the method of identifying people who had received the Amplatzer device and collecting follow up data were not described. The reliability of the survey may be compromised by selection and reporting
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	The long-term safety and effectiveness of the devices need to be monitored.


	Issues for consideration by IPAC
	
	None other than those discussed above.
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